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Abstract: This collection of archival materials provides @®#ers with information about the
life of Louis J. Kanitz. The Kanitz family was pninent in Muskegon, and Louis J. Kanitz's
grandfather Louis Kanitz, was a progressive Muskggoneer. This collection is composed of
letters, certificates, military papers, photogra@r other materials. All of the materials offer
researchers with a better understanding of Lolgsdreer with Continental Motors, the
development of his military career, his experiers®wing in the Navy during WWI and WWII,
and his life after he retired from the Navy. Thajonity of the materials in this collection are
from Louis J.'s life from the 1940s until his deatl972. There are materials within this
collection that will provide researchers with angise of certain Muskegon businesses, such as
the autobiography in this collection that contadesails on the operations of Continental Motors.

Historical Information: Louis J. Kanitz came from a well known family arel\was the
grandson of the Muskegon pioneer Louis Kanitz. b&tier understand the early life of Louis J.
Kanitz, below is biographical information about tliee generations of the Kanitz men.

Louis Kanitz, Sr. was born in 1838, one of fiveldren of Gottlieb and Caroline Kanitz. Kanitz
Sr. was born in Prussia and came to the Uniteg$tatthe 1850s when he was 14 to join his
parents who had settled in Wisconsin. He enlistekB61 and served in the 17th Missouri
Infantry during the Civil War. After the war, heturned to Wisconsin and married Helen
Schneider on April 14, 1866. They had five chitdreouis H., Anna Antonia, Hugo, Lucellia,
and Edward. Louis Kanitz Sr.'s first wife diedli@78, and he later married Augusta Groch in
1880 and they had two children: Elsie and Paul.

Kanitz Sr. first came to Muskegon in 1869 and exdehe building materials business. He had a
lime kiln and made bricks, and dealt in bricks,dinmement, stucco, and building stone. He
worked in this business for 15 years until the argation of the Muskegon Valley Furniture
Company in 1884. Kanitz Sr. served as the hedgldeo€ompany until its dissolution in 1924.

He was named Muskegon's first street commissiamay before paved roads. He served on the
water board for two years and acted as one of MysKe city police commissioners. Kanitz Sr.



served as a member of the Muskegon Board of Educédr 12 years and was named as the
chairman of the building committee because of kgeeence.

Kanitz Sr. served as the treasurer and membeled¥libhigan Soldier's home at Grand Rapids
and was on the board 12 years. He was activeeiGtAnd Army of the Republic (GAR) in
Muskegon and was present at their last meetin@27 1 Kanitz Sr. was one of the organizers of
the Muskegon Traction Company and also the loeddtet light company. He was a member of
the Lovell Moore Lodge, the Commandery and Knigrgsplar, which were three Muskegon
Masonic orders. He was also an early member difiinekegon Arbeiter Unterstuetzungs
Verein, one of the oldest fraternal organizationMuskegon. Kanitz Sr. celebrated his 90th
birthday at a grand party held at the OccidentaeHolLouis Kanitz Sr. died in 1931 in
Muskegon and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery.

Louis Henry Kanitz Jr. was born in 1866 in Shebaoyg&isconsin and came to Muskegon with
his family in 1869. He went to high school in Meglkn and after graduation went to the
business college in Poughkeepsie, New York. Heedaack to Muskegon after he graduated
from college in 1887. Kanitz Jr. entered into ¢femeral contracting and building material
business. He married Katherine Grady. In 189Qyv&e awarded a medal from the Muskegon
Bicycle Club. In 1918, Kanitz Jr. left Muskegordamorked as a general insurance agent in
Grand Rapids. Louis H. Kanitz Jr. had four sobsuis J., Carl, Edwin, and Arthur, and two
daughters. Kanitz Jr. was a charter member oEtke Lodge in Muskegon and a member of
Saladin Temple, Mystic Shrine. He died in GrangiBsin 1940 at the age of 73.

Louis John Kanitz 11l was born in 1890 in Muskegorhis parents Louis H. and Katherine
Kanitz. An athlete, he played basketball and fabtin school. During the summer while he
was still in high school, he worked at Continefaltors, in the core room and foundry at
Campbell, Wyant and Cannon. Louis J. also workedhi®father and was in charge of minor
street paving and construction work. Louis Jdgeded from Muskegon High School. He later
graduated from the US Naval Academy at Annapoliaryiand. Louis J. began his military
career in 1908 when he received an appointmeiietdlaival Academy from the 9th
Congressional District in Michigan.

Louis J. studied engineering at a college in NewkYamd focused his studies on materials that
would prepare him for examinations with the New RfBublic Works Department. He was
successful and received an appointment as aniel@angineer on the barge projects in New
York and the New York Navy Yards in Brooklyn. Lesu. graduated in 1911. With the First
World War on the horizon, he served as a chiefteted engineer in the Navy, and was
appointed by the Civil Service Department as cbighe Crescent Locks, the largest on the New
York Barge Canal.

Louis J. served aboard the battlesdigs Michigan and was involved with the assistance of
General Diaz' escape from Mexico during the insitive in December, 1913. Afterwards,
Louis J. was transferred to the gunbilachias as chief electrical engineer, and in the spring of
1914 traveled on the ship to San Domingo duringothlgical uprising to protect American
interests.

In 1914, he returned to civil life and served askattrical engineer on the New York State
Barge Canal, under the Public Works Departmentréadeived this position after passing a



competitive Civil Service exam for electrical enggms. He was in charge of one shift at the
hydraulic power plant at the junction of the Bafgnal and the Mohawk River. He resigned
from this position in 1916 and secured a positrohNew York City as Assistant Manager of the
New York Credit Clearing Exchange.

With the outbreak of World War |, Louis J. was fésdto active naval duty. His first
assignment was at the Public Works DepartmenteBtiooklyn Naval Yard, where he was in
charge of construction work at the American Can gany Plant. He then served as
Commander M.H. Marker's engineer officer at theeFfeupply Base. He was refused sea duty
on the recommendation of Admiral C.S. Williams,r'foe good of the service," and he was
retained at the Base. Shortly after Louis J. wasnpted to Lieutenant as a line officer, and was
assigned to engineering duty.

At the end of the war, in the fall of 1919, Louisnds placed on inactive duty into the Naval
Reserve with the rank of lieutenant commander.tdd& over his previous duties as Chief
Engineer at the supply base as a civilian undePtiidic Works Department. Louis J. resigned
from that position in December, 1919, in order tospie a more lucrative profession. After
discussing his situation with Rear Admiral Joseph#ind Commander Marker, he decided to
return to his hometown.

Louis J. returned to Muskegon in 1920 and helpgdmrze the Naval Reserve and was in
command of the local unit until 1924. During tBatne time Louis J. was one of the original
organizers of the local American Legion Post inchhne served as commander. He was
awarded a medal in recognition of his role as @ Eammander. In addition, he also formed a
real estate firm with Bert Bennett that was engagexbnstruction and real estate transactions.
Named the Bennett-Kanitz Company, it was a $30¢d@@poration and was engaged in buying
vacant real estate and erecting buildings forsalent. Louis J. served as the secretary and
treasurer, his wife Matilda served as the presjdamd his sister as the vice president.

In March of 1920, he went back to work at Contiaéat a chief engineer of the new power
plant the company was starting to construct. &duisecured a position as the company's
representative on Continental's construction progisserving under W.H. Angell who was the
current secretary. In this role, he was in chafge building of new machine shops,
transmission lines, high pressure super-heateddieas, transformer stations, and road
construction. In addition, one of Louis J.'s fipsbjects was in the construction work on the
lake-front power house on Muskegon Lake, buildiBgdnd the Lakey addition.

After the construction was completed, Louis J. veorkbn marketing new products as part of a
modernization program. He was then responsibléh®operation and liquidation of the
Michigan Material Corporation, which was a subsigiawned by people in the Continental
Motors Corporation. The company supplied gravel washed sand for construction work and
Continental successfully operated the companyworytears, liquidating all of its equipment in
the interest of Continental stockholders. He vi@stassigned another company to liquidate, the
National Construction Company.

Around 1925, Louis J. took a leading role in theamsion and modernization of Continental.
Because the nation as a whole was making a trangitom steam powered to gasoline powered
portable construction machinery equipment, Louisarked to convince Continental to install



an industrial and agricultural motor departmeite was successful in his attempts and the
company worked on building several accounts imi couple of years.

In 1931, Louis J. traveled to Russia and Europe sigokesperson for Continental. His task was
to negotiate with the Soviet Russian officials &darge motor building contract. On his return,
he talked about his experiences with several diffeautomotive societies and other
organizations. Louis J. shared his viewpoint Bassia would probably be involved with the
manufacturing of automobiles by providing natuedaurces, and bringing in technicians from
other countries to help get the country moving famwvith production. Shortly after, Louis J.
became a member of the executive committee ofdledbof directors and general sales
manager of the Continental Motor Corporation ofrDietand Muskegon. Louis J. served on the
board for five years, and experienced the issussaitose when Continental had a conflict with
the New York Stock Exchange when their stock wisdroff the Exchange and then reinstated
later.

In 1932, he was elected to the board of annuakktdders of Continental. In that capacity,
Louis J. worked on arranging the loan of about $8ilion as a bond issue, participated in by
the First National Bank of Detroit and two Chicdgased banks. He also organized the
Continental Investment Company that sold and thisted to employees $300,000 worth of
bonds. In addition, he worked out the detailstiierlisting of the Lakey Foundry Stock on the
Detroit and New York Curb Markets.

Louis J. worked hard to promote Continental Motodscording to Kanitz during a 1933 radio
interview, "The Red Seal was symbol of power thieug the motorized world and that
Continental motors today, besides powering newpadeed automobiles, may be found in
almost every phase of this country's industrial emahmercial life."Two years later, due to
differences of opinion, Louis J. left the ContirerCorporation

Outside of his involvement with Continental in tt@30s, Louis J. became a member of the State
Advisory committee of the National Economy board assisted with a plan to reduce national
spending on behalf of war veterans. He worked Ritkelps Newberry to educate people
throughout the state of Michigan on how much theegoment is spending in veteran hospitals.
According to Louis J., "the Economy league willididor the interests of the disabled war

veteran and see that he gets a square deal; bloé ather hand it will try to aid the government

in cutting down expenditures which now go to merowhnnot justly claim war disability.

There are a number of men in the Muskegon Legiah who feel the same as | do in this

regard. This does not only apply to World war vats but the veterans of all wars."

After Louis J. resigned from Continental in 193é,dntered the industrial field after a two
month break. He contacted his old Navy Commandffiger M. H. Marker, who was the
president of the Jewel Tea Company, and set upda@@rial basis where Louis J. worked to see
if he enjoyed the grocery business. After the &gsdvere up, he decided to pursue other types
of business.

In January of 1935, he started working for the EEbrd Company at the corporate office in
Chicago. He worked in a temporary program and taem went to the motor building
subsidiary, Lycoming Manufacturing, in Pennsylvani@dhere, Louis J. was in charge of general



sales, and worked to increase and diversify thepamyis business as builders for gasoline
engines for marine, industrial, and automotive apgibns.

Due to his wife Matilda's health, in 1937 Louisekigned from the Cord Corporation and
moved to California where he entered the real estatl construction business. He bought
vacant lots and constructed homes on a speculadisis. In 1938, he was invited to become a
security salesman for the BankAmerica Company,isgmine branches of the bank out of a
Long Beach office.

In 1940, Louis J. joined the staff of the Naval Gractory in Washington, D.C. and was a naval
inspector of ordinance at the Precision Manufantu@ompany factory. In addition, Louis J.
was elected as a member of the National Unemploy@emmittee of the American Legion. In
that role, he represented the motor industry oonangittee which included industrial and
commercial leaders throughout the country who edran the American Legions national
unemployment program. He also served as the coaenarf the Merritt Lamb Post of the
American Legion and was on the National Naval Cotteaifor three years, as well as a member
of the Michigan Board of Governors for four yeassdgstrict committeeman.

In 1941, Louis J. was recalled from his retiremaralifornia to active duty to fight in World
War Il. He served in the Naval Bureau of Ordnaincé/ashington for a short period and then
he went to Hamilton, Ohio, to supervise the buidai gun mounts. He then traveled to York,
Pennsylvania, where he was in charge of variousmande plants manufacturing guns and
torpedoes for United States and British forcesrim@uthat year at York, the factory that
manufactured torpedoes under his supervision wasded the Army-Navy "E" for outstanding
performance.

During WWII, Commander Louis J. Kanitz was the gtaacipient of the Medal of the Order of
the British Empire for his work during World Warwihen he was in charge of torpedo
construction for the British Navy. Although ther@mander was the recipient of many honors
and awards during his long and brilliant naval Bodiness careers, none was more valued or
important to him than the recognition which wastbegd upon him by the Lord Halifax in the
name of The King.

After WWII, Louis J. completed a month's traininguese with the Naval Reserves in southern
waters. He visited the Panama Canal Zone andgpeadficial call on President Arnulfo Arias
and then traveled to Ecuador. He served as tled ohstaff for over 1,500 men and officers,
and was in charge of training and ordnance in flik haval district in Long, Beach, California.
From 1946 to 1950, Louis J. served as a leadéreiiNaval Reserves in the Los Angeles area
where he supervised the training activities ofuaits comprised of 18,000 reservists. He was
also a flotilla chief of staff on several traininguises made by destroyers in the Pacific. In
addition, Kanitz served on the Admiral's staff.

After retiring from the military service, Louis tharried Golda I. Van Tassel in Las Vegas,
Nevada and traveled around the world. After lasdls, he searched for an opportunity for
further expansion and educational knowledge, whereould put his financial experience to

good use. He enrolled in a law class, a realestadl appraisal class, and a speech class at Long
Beach City College. Kanitz still had ties to theidkegon area and was secretary-treasurer of the
Benett-Kanitz Company, a local firm handling restiage.



Commander Louis J, Kanitz's name appears on threbrmplaque at the Causeway Memorial, as
he was on the committee that brought that projgotfruition. He died on June 4, 1972 and is
buried in the Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery.

Louis J. Kanitz received the following awards aneldails during his military career:
e The Medal of the Order of the British Empire

Award for Faithful Service to the U.S. Naval Ressv

Three American Defense Medals

Two World War Il Victory Medals

Two American Theatre Campaign Medals

Scope and Contents: This collection of archival materials is composédetters, certificates,
reports, notes, photographs, published materiatspgher types of paper materials.

Thearchival materialsin this collection are arranged into the followisig series:
correspondence, certificates, military papers, l@otgaphy, yearbook, and miscellaneous.

The Correspondence series includes letters semt@ontinental Motors informing Louis of his
stock membership, responses to Louis's congratylkgtiers sent to governmental officials and
friends, a congratulatory letter Louis sent asrbie as Naval Inspector of Ordinance regarding
the Army-Navy E award the York Safe & Lock Compaageived for production, a letter sent to
Louis from the Excelsior Union High School regaglirouis's role in securing a victory bell
from theUSS Fullam as a senior gift, and a letter sent from Britail.ouis's widow after his
death regarding the medal Louis received and td Hezir regrets.

The Certificates series includes the following thatiis J. Kanitz received: a certificate
recognizing Louis as an associate member of the NBB8al Reserve and U.S. Naval Institute
September 24, 1941; certificate of award for thennNavy E Award for the York Safe & Lock
Co., November 4, 1942; certificate of completiomaal estate, real estate appraising, property
and causality insurance, and an associate oflaftera Long Beach City College, 1952/1953;
and a certificate of appreciation posthumously aedrto Louis by President Nixon. This series
also includes a certificate of life membership avearto Louis H. Kanitz from the Saladin
Temple, December 31, 1932.

The Military Papers series contains: a historicaloaint of the Naval Ordinance Plant in St.
Louis Missouri focusing on 1941 to 1946 that in@dsdnformation about the production of
torpedoes, information about the building, the panganization, the operations and other
relevant information and photographs; a poem titlgte Laws of the Navy;" two editions of the
National Bulletin-Military Order from 1955 and 1957; a section of Public Law 10& 81s
Congress that discusses the reserves of the aormagtfand disability and death benefits for
veterans and their families; informational shek# include diagrams and ranks of all military
branches and a chart of military ribbons, insigneasl medals.

The Autobiography series includes two copies di@tsautobiography of Louis J. Kanitz that
was written around 1939. The autobiography colzetss's childhood, his experiences in the



Navy before and during World War 1, and his capz@r to World War Il. There are detailed
descriptions about Louis J.'s occupation at ContaléMotors. One of the copies of the
autobiography has a military statement of serviapled to the back cover.

The Yearbook series contains one 1910 yeardelOptimist from the Muskegon High and
Hackley Manual Training School. Louis J. Kanifztetograph is in the yearbook.

The Miscellaneous series includes a folder fromt@ental Motors with Louis J. Kanitz's name
on it, the burial and funeral papers for Louig’stfwife Matilda who died in 1962, agreements
for both Matilda and Louis's burial, and note cafus provide biographical information.

Thephotographs in this collection are arranged into the followisig series: portraits, torpedo,
Army Navy E Award, Naval Bureau of Ordinance, Ceoayy and Post WWII.

The Portraits series includes: two high schootrpgs of Louis J. Kanitz, two of Louis in his
Navy uniform from WWI, two of Louis around WWII, twof Louis as a Commander in the
1940s, and three different views of Commander kanirking at his desk.

The Torpedo series contains: several differenwsief the commissioned office personnel of
the Office of Naval Inspector of Ordnance standiegt to the first torpedo shipment from the
Precision Manufacturing Corporation, taken on B@y1943, a group shot of Naval officers
with employees, and one image taken in 1944 ofitta¢ British torpedo special to be sent to the
Japanese fleet from the E.W. Bliss Co.

The Army-Navy E Award series includes: severdledént images taken of the York Safe &
Lock Co. employees and Naval officers at a cerenoabgbrating after receiving the Navy "E"
Award, taken November 4, 1942, one image of Lougp@aking, one image of Naval Officers
holding the Navy "E" Award banner, and several iggagf Louis J. in his office with an
unnamed rear admiral.

The Naval Bureau of Ordinance series containsers¢photographs of Louis with company
management standing next to an anti-aircraft guhealork Safe & Lock Co taken on
November 30, 1942, a view of the factory productioom with "Let's Keep the Navy E" in the
background, an image showing a double barrel gushilaree images of Louis J. with Naval
officers and male and female employees standirfigoirt of a plant, most likely York Safe &
Lock;

The Ceremony series includes: several differeeriot views of a ceremony held inside the
torpedo plant/ ordinance plant with Louis J. arfieotNavy officers seated in chairs and
surrounded by a crowd, Louis J. is speaking inafrtee images. The images were taken
during WWII, 1941 to 1945.

Post WWII series contains: one image of a group shbouis J. with captains and other officers
at the U.S. Naval Air Station in San Diego takenJane 3, 1947, Louis J. on a deck of the ship
USS Sherman in Honolulu where he was the Naval Reserves tgisupervisor, July 1950, and
an image of the victory bell from théSS Fullam displayed at Artesia High School in Long
Beach, California.



Arrangement: This collection was found in a white document bleattcontained both the
archival materials and service medals belonginigptas J. Kanitz. The collection was assigned
the number MS.004 which did not have any relatmart accession file or the original donor
information. This collection was traced to an oldember and has been renumbered to tie it to
this accession, 56-001. The original order is uwkm The collection of archival materials and
photographs were arranged into logical seriesdeioto provide the best access possible for
researchers. All of the materials were placectid-&ee folders. As this collection is composed
of several different types of paper, acid-freerieving paper have been placed where needed.
This collection has been cataloged on PastPerfect.
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